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DID YOU KNOW?
The Red-bellied Woodpecker

(Melanerpes carolinus)

An entertaining and relatively common bird at Oscar
Scherer State Park is the Red-bellied Woodpecker. They can
be seen in our scrubby flatwoods and open oak scrub in
proximity to our Florida Scrub-Jays and they also inhabit
the park’s wooded areas. They forage for insects, seeds,
mast, fruit and pulp. They are about the size of the familiar
American Robin, and the males have a red crown and nape
in contrast to the females that have red only on the nape.
Juveniles have grey heads and show no or little red.

Since many North
American
woodpeckers have
some red on their
heads, this bird is
named for its
unique and
difficult-to-see
reddish wash on its
belly.

(Continued on page 4)
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Greetings, Friends of Oscar Scherer Park:

Matt Kruse
Park Manager

As the days grow cooler and the winter
season officially arrives, | want to extend a
warm greeting to all our dedicated park
patrons, volunteers, and friends. Winter in
Florida is truly a special time to explore the
unique beauty of Oscar Scherer State Park,
and we have many exciting updates and
opportunities to share.

In the mild Florida winter, Oscar Scherer
State Park becomes a particularly active
spot for various wildlife, especially for bird
enthusiasts. The park's diverse scrubby
flatwoods are a critical, year-round habitat
for the Florida scrub-jay. Winter is also the
prime nesting season for the park's resident
bald eagles, who are commonly observed
near their large stick nests in tall pine trees,
making it a key viewing time. Beyond these
highlights, the trails are lively with
migratory and resident songbirds like
yellow-rumped warblers and cardinals,
while other Florida natives like gopher
tortoises, various snakes, and bobcats
remain active in the cooler weather. Along
South Creek, a tidal blackwater stream,
visitors may also spot waders, waterfowl,
and even a chance encounter with an
alligator basking in the sun or catching
saltwater fish like snook and redfish.

(Continued on the next page)
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VOLUNTEERS

Are you interested in helping out with the
operations of a state park? Florida State Parks have
many volunteer opportunities, day volunteer
positions and residential positions.

Some examples of the volunteer opportunities
include: Nature Center host, Ranger Station
assistant, field worker, trail maintenance, butterfly
gardening, park maintenance, campground hosts,
specialty skills worker, and many others. There is
something for everyone; all skill levels and abilities
are welcomed and encouraged. Our winter
seasonal events and programs are kicking off and
are always in need of extra volunteers.

We have a group of volunteers that work strictly on
Mondays and/or Wednesdays from 8 am to noon
on various tasks. They split wood, work on trails,
carpentry, mowing and trimming, and whatever
else needs to be done for the day. It is a great way
to meet new friends!

Did you know that campground hosts get a
campsite for up to 16 weeks at no charge, in
exchange for your volunteering 24 hours per
week?

If you are interested in volunteering, please
complete an online volunteer application at:
https://www.floridastateparks.org/get-involved/
volunteer.

If you would like more information on volunteer
opportunities, please feel free to contact Jamie
Butler, Park Services Specialist, at (941) 882-7219
or e-mail at Jamie.Butler@floridadep.gov

“Volunteers don'’t get paid, not because they’re worthless,

but because they’re priceless.” — Sherry Anderson

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers at
Oscar Scherer State Park!

P. 2 Oscar Scherer State Park ® 941-483-5956 e 1843 S. Tamiami Trail, Osprey, FL 34229 o http://www.friendsofoscarscherer.com/
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Manager’s Message (continued from page 2)

It is my distinct pleasure to congratulate Park Service Specialist Jamie Butler on being named the District 4 Employee
of the Month. Jamie was recognized for her outstanding leadership in volunteer management and her unwavering
"Ranger First" attitude. She is an invaluable member of our team, and her commitment to excellence makes a
difference every single day. Please join me in congratulating Jamie on this well-deserved achievement!

Our park's success is deeply intertwined with the unwavering support of the Friends of Oscar Scherer State Park
(FOSSP). This winter, we bid a fond farewell and express our deepest gratitude to three exceptional leaders. Ronald
Newton is retiring after 11 years of dedicated service as the FOSSP President. Anne Heuer is stepping down after 8
years of vital service to the organization. Board member Joel Robbins will be leaving the board but will remain active
in the Nature Center. Their dedication and countless hours of service have shaped the park for the better. Thank you,
Ron, Anne and Joel.

We are also excited to welcome the new leadership team
who will continue to champion the park’s mission starting
with new president David Wankowski, Jim Rogers as
Secretary, Alyson Laurie as Treasurer, with Lauren
Thornberg, Kim Olson and George Tatge serving as new
board members. We look forward to working alongside
this talented group as we continue to support and
enhance Oscar Scherer State Park.

Take advantage of the beautiful winter weather and join us @S £= 74
for our full lineup of seasonal programs: Night Paddles: ’
Experience the park's tranquil waters under the stars. Tram
Tours & Guided Hikes: Explore hidden corners and learn
about the park's history and ecology. Bird Walks & Eagle
Watch: Spotting our magnificent resident and migratory
birds is a highlight of the season. Also, the return of the
Pancake Breakfast, back by popular demand! Check the
elsewhere in this newsletter for dates and details.

Upcoming Signature Events include the Scrub Jay 5K and 10K Race. Lace up your running shoes on Saturday, January
24th. Saturday March 21st is our Scrub Jay Festival, a fun-filled day celebrating our iconic Florida Scrub-Jay.

We are thrilled to report on several infrastructure improvements designed to improve safety and access across the
park: A new bridge on the Lester Findley trail has been installed. A new bridge over the babbling brook at Osprey has
been completed. New stairs at Lake Osprey Beach are now open, providing easier access to the water.

On December 10th, the park was able to successfully complete a 23-acre prescribed burn on the east side of the
Legacy Trail. This essential land management technique reduces hazardous fuels and promotes the health of our fire-
dependent habitats, which is critical for the survival of the Florida Scrub-Jay. The burn was a fantastic display of
teamwork and collaboration between Oscar Scherer State Park, Koreshan State Park, and the District 4 Viper Prescribe
Fire Strike Team. Thank you to everyone who made this operation safe and successful!

| hope to see you all out on the trails and at our events this winter! It is an honor to serve as your Park Manager.
Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Matthew Kruse. Park Manager, Oscar Scherer State Park
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Did you know (continued from page 1)

Fast Facts about the Red-Bellied Woodpecker:

* Approximate size:

e Length: 9 to 10.5 inches (22.85 to 26.7 cm)
* Wingspan: 15 to 18 inches (38 to 46 cm)
e Weight: 2.0 to 3.2 ounces (57 to 91 grams)

eHabitat: Forests and woodlands, freshwater wetlands, shrublands,
savannas, and thickets, urban and
suburban habitats wherever there
are trees

*Cavity nesting

eNon-migratory. Its range is west
from Florida to Texas and north to
Minnesota and northeast to

Connecticut. (pretty much
ubiquitous to most of Florida)

Fun Fact: Red-bellied Woodpeckers have exceptionally long tongues—
up to 2 inches past the bill—used to snag insects deep in tree bark.

Male, upper left

Female, upper right

Range Map, left

Signature red belly, right

Red-bellied Woodpecker

| — S
Resources:
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/quide/Red-bellied Woodpecker/id
https://www.audubon.org/field-quide/bird/red-bellied-woodpecker
https://manateeaudubon.org/birds/red-bellied-woodpecker/
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Upcoming Winter Events

This winter brings special events that celebrate and
support Oscar Scherer State Park and Scrub-Jay

& Scramble 10K

conservation. On January 24, 2026, the annual
Oscar Schcror State Park

Registrationinow/Open!
Sat January 24, 2026

Scrub-Jay Race invites participants to run through
prime scrub habitat while helping raise awareness.

Registration is required for this popular event.
Register here: RunSignUp.com/Race/FL/Osprey/Scrublay5K10

% 2026 \N During the winter, the park will be hosting

kf
Pancake Breakfast Thursdays monthly Pancake Breakfasts at the Nature

Dscar Scherer Stale Park Center on every third Thursday 8-10 a.m. from
December through March. The cost is $10 for
adults and $5 for children under the age of 12.

December’s breakfast was a success and the
rest of the dates are January 15, February 19

@ the Nature Center ) ) )
115 | 2h9 | 309 and March 19. Bring your morning appetite!

Then, on March 21, 2026, the Scrub-Jay Festival will feature

guest speakers, guided walks, games, food, and more, all Ad@pt
focused on this remarkable species. o

} - | a Horida
Visitors can also make a direct impact through the Friends of
Oscar Scherer, who offer a symbolic Adopt-a-Scrub-Jay S(rUb—J ay

program. Adoption funds support habitat management,

education, and ongoing conservation work within the park.

Go to: https:/friendsofoscarscherer.com/adopt-a-scrubjay/ e R

Whether you're observing jays in the wild, joining a winter

event, or adopting a scrub-jay, Oscar Scherer State Park

offers meaningful ways to connect with and protect this

.00 8 80 Ses . oee
498 0% 4 B F & 40 4+ ¢ 0

extraordinary bird.
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IVAL 2026 Friends of 0scar Scherer Park - Volunteers
AY FEST
FLORIDA SCRUB ]

in peak condition, These volunteers do a variety of

tasks and administrative duties dedicated to
WHEN 026 10 am - 3 pm EDT supporting the park in jts undertaking to provide a
Saturday, March 21, 2 natural environment of learning and pleasure for 4]

campers, day visitors, adults ang children, naturalists
WHERE and visiting 8roups such as schoo| children and
Oscar Scherer State Park scouts

1843 S. Tamiami Trail, Osprey FL 34229

Our volunteers projects include:

* General “hands on” maintenance projects,
DIRECTIONS ' fter the Ranger Station including providing firewood for campers,
Lake Osprey - 3rd right after * Preserving and improving the 15 miles of hiking
trails and updating trail markers,
FEES $5 for a vehicle up to 8 * Conserving the habjtat of the Florida Scrub-jay,
Park entry fees a_pp_ly . ded with park entrance o Maintaining 106 campsites and related faciljties
people. Festival is include through the Florida Campground Host Program
fee. . Presenting nature and outreach programs; inciuding
bird walks and nature strolls, to provide a deeper
DESCRIPTION | about understanding of the park’s natura| ecosystem.
H n
Have some fun while you ?Zell rida Scrub Jay! * Removing invasive exotic plants, €ncourage Florida
conservation effolits fOii‘:ticlfj Tr(l)JCks _ Games - Kids Eativeﬂpiant(?ardening, and maintaining the
. : ikes - Fo tt 5
e e el uterfly gardens
Activities - Exhibito https://friendsofoscarscherer.com/voiunteers/
more!

CONTACT: jamie.butler@floridadep.gov
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News From the Park
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Visiting a State Park Through the Back Door

If you live in Florida because you
want to time outdoors, you are
probably already familiar with
Legacy Trail. One of the wonderful
things about the former Seaboard
Airline Railroad corridor is that it
bisects Oscar Scherer State Park.
That provides strollers, bicyclers,
joggers and rollerbladers the
opportunity to enter the park from
Legacy Trail.

There they will find pavilions for
picnicking, trails for birding, lakes
and a creek for fishing, geo
caches, camping sites, kayaks, and

knowledgeable rangers and
volunteers to answer questions and
suggest places to explore.

All trails start at the nature center. They run beside South Creek, lead to Big Lake and Osprey Lake, take
you to the campground, wind past three eagle nests, and show up at the entrances to many gopher
tortoise burrows. A lucky hiker may see otters in South Creek, white-tail deer on the Red Trail, bobcats
crossing the Yellow Trail, an osprey fishing in Osprey Lake, or Florida Scrub-jays planting acorns on the
Blue Trail.

Dioramas and Interpretive Exhibits

One of the highlights of Oscar Scherer is the nature center.
There you will find helpful volunteers. They will assist you in
learning about the park, Sarasota history, local flora and fauna,
and fossils.

The building contains two dioramas featuring stuffed snakes,
birds, a fox, bobcat, lizard, gopher tortoise, cotton rat, and
frog. Nearby is a large monitor with videos about the Florida
Scrub Jay, the history of Florida state parks, the life of a gopher
tortoise, a snake shedding it skin, birds of in the park, and
local wildflowers.

Three hands-on displays introduce visitors to bones and fossils
found on area beaches and river banks, to the sounds of
alligators, birds and frogs, and to a variety of Gulf of Mexico
seashells.

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

‘Burnie’, a mannequin wearing the safety gear
of a prescribed burn ranger, is part of a display
explaining where and why parks and preserves

regularly, intentionally set fires in natural areas.

Another area is the Kids” Corner, where young
visitors can attach cardboard images of plants

and animals to a felt background. The cartoon-
like habitat includes a pond, bushes, trees, sky
and clouds.

One fascinating display for locals features
aerial photos of the park going back 70 years.
Some visitors even search the maps to locate
their house or community. Besides the
exhibits, the nature center has a library, candy,
cold drinks, T-shirts and souvenirs. On a wall
outside the nature center can be found a
display of turpentine harvesting artifacts found
in Sarasota County woodlands during the past
100 years.

WELCOME TO
DSCAR SCHERER
STATE PARK |
K ENTRANCE FEE | *”
REQUIRED

A Magical Pocket of Green

The Friends of Oscar Scherer invite you to join them
through the back door of the park from the Legacy
Trail. Also, as housing continues to take over the
county, your membership, volunteering and
donations help keep this magical pocket of nature
protected and available to you, your neighbors and
visitors from around the world.
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Scrub-Jay Family Tree

Our Florida Scrub-Jay is a member of the Aphelocoma family of birds.
This family of seven species includes western scrub-jays in addition to
the Florida Scrub-jay, and three jay species found primarily in Mexico.

This Aphelocoma jays diversified rapidly during the late Pliocene
epoch. Out of that diversification, the Florida Scrub-Jay is thought to
have been a distinct species in Florida for at least two million years.
Various climate changes and ice ages have separated the Florida
species from its nearest relative since about 200,000 years ago.

The four North American scrub-jays include the Florida population
and three western species: the Woodhouse’s (pictured at right), the
California and the Island scrub-jays. The nearest scrub-jay relative to
the Florida Scrub-jay is the eastern edge of the Woodhouse population
range in central Texas, approximately 900 miles to the west.

Aside from the geographic differences, the Florida Scrub-jay
(pictured at left) is distinctive from the western birds in
appearance, behavioral practices, habitat preferences, and genetic
divergence. One of the primary visual differences is that all three
western scrub-jay species have distinctive white eyebrows and a
blue forehead, while the Florida scrub-jay has a white forehead
that fades into the blue of the crown and nape.

KEEP THE WILD IN THE WILD
Do Not Feed our Scrub-jays!

The Oscar Scherer State Park Florida Scrub-Jay
Adoption Program is your opportunity to support
our efforts to protect and preserve the park’s

o . threatened Florida Scrub-Jay __)‘5;'5””’”-0
. The official position (pf the Department of . population and fts habitot ‘b_;fbt:zm
Environmental Protection) is that “Intentional feeding for cutrent and future P tnd

¥ of a threatened species (including luring them to one’s
& person), constitutes take (i.e. harass, molest, possess) as ¥
¢ the activity alters the natural behavior of the bird by
changing its diet and feeding behaviors as well as
acclimating it to make contact with humans.”

generations.
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State Bird efforts

For many years, there have been efforts to designate the Florida Scrub-Jay as Florida’s state bird. In all
previous years, the legislation has died in committee. In 2025, the bill was presented for the American
Flamingo as the state bird and the Florida Scrub-Jay as the state songbird, which has carried over to the
current year’s House Bill 11 and Senate Bill 150. The House Bill has passed through more committees

than any previous year. If these bills proceed through the remaining process successfully, they are due to
become effective July 1st, 2026.

The House Bill can be monitored here: https:/www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?Billld=82657 &
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Friends of Oscar Scherer State Park

Board Director Spotlight

Meet Kimberly Olsen!

Kimberly has been teaching civics to 8th graders at
Venice Middle School for the last 9 years where she
is also a track coach and club leader. She worked in
social services for various state agencies and non-

profits for 15+ years before that. She is a Florida
raised native....

born in Arcadia and grew up in the
then-small town of Port Charlotte. Kimberly also

raised her two, now adult, daughters as a single
mom in SWFL. As an empty nester she stays
involved with her local church and service work
whenever possible. Kimberly Is an avid runner
and nature lover, often combining the two when
she hits the nature trails. She loves adventure

and sunsets, and her newest hobbies are her

electric e-bike and e-scooter. Although she's an
introvert, she loves our community and

bringing people together. She believes in the

little things making a big difference and that
together we are better!!

.urday Jan ary 244 2026

'Scrub-Jay 5 K‘

& Scramble 10K
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Friends of Oscar Scherer State Park
Board Director Spotlight - Ron Newton

Ronald Newton has been a dedicated volunteer at Oscar Scherer State Park since 2015 and has served on
the board of the park’s Citizen Support Organization (CSO) for 11 years. Over that time, he has held the
role of President for a total of 8 years, serving in multiple terms, including most recently in 2024. His
leadership has been instrumental in shaping the CSO’s direction, strengthening its governance, and
ensuring its alignment with Florida State Parks” mission.

At the end of 2024, the CSO experienced a major leadership crisis when several board members resigned
unexpectedly, leaving the organization in a vulnerable position. Ron, who had recently resumed the
presidency, stepped in to stabilize the board, maintain continuity, and guide the organization through a
critical rebuilding phase. His calm, experienced leadership helped prevent the collapse of the CSO and
ensured that its operations remained compliant and mission-focused.

Ron is known for his strategic thinking, inclusive leadership style, and deep commitment to the park. His
ability to navigate complex challenges while fostering collaboration has made him a respected and trusted
figure among volunteers, staff, and community partners.

Ron’s most significant accomplishment was leading the CSO through a complete organizational turnaround
in 2024. At the time, the CSO was at risk of becoming inactive due to a lack of leadership and operational
continuity. Ron initiated a strategic recovery plan that included:

e Recruiting and onboarding new board members to restore quorum and functionality.
e Revising the CSO’s bylaws and meeting structure to improve transparency and accountability.

e  Pausing unsustainable or non-compliant events and refocusing efforts on mission-aligned
programming.

e  Rebuilding trust with park staff and volunteers through open communication and consistent follow-
through.

These efforts allowed the CSO to resume its role as a vital support organization for the park. Under Ron’s
leadership, the board returned to full strength, resumed fundraising activities, and reestablished its presence
in the community.

Ron’s leadership during the 2024 CSO crisis drew on his extensive experience—11 years on the board and
8 years as President across multiple terms. When the board was left with only a few active members, Ron
quickly organized emergency meetings, reestablished communication channels, and worked with Park
Manager Matthew Kruse to ensure the CSO remained operational and in compliance with division policy.

He led the effort to recruit and onboard new board members, personally updating orientation materials and
mentoring incoming officers. Ron also implemented a short-term stabilization plan that included revising
the CSO’s bylaws, improving meeting structure, and creating a clear roadmap for rebuilding trust and
engagement.

His leadership was hands-on and collaborative. He facilitated open discussions, encouraged transparency,
and ensured that all decisions were documented and aligned with the park’s goals. Thanks to his efforts, the
CSO emerged from the crisis with a stronger foundation and renewed sense of purpose.

“Ron Newton’s leadership came at a time when the CSO was on the verge of collapse. His ability to calmly
assess the situation, build a team, and implement meaningful change has had a lasting impact on Oscar
Scherer State Park. Thanks to Ron, the CSO is now a reliable and effective partner in supporting our park’s
mission. His work has improved not only the organization’s structure but also the morale of our volunteers
and the quality of our visitor programming.” — Matthew Kruse, Park Manager
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Farewell to Outgoing Board Members

This winter, we bid a fond farewell and express

our deepest gratitude to three exceptional
leaders: Ronald Newton, who is retiring after 11
years of dedicated service as the FOSSP
President. Anne Heuer, who is stepping down
after 8 years of vital service to the organization.
Board member Joel Robbins will be leaving the
friends but will remain active in the Nature
Center. Their dedication and countless hours of
service have shaped the park for the better.

Wayne & Anne Heuer

Joel & Nancy Robbins

Our Nature Center
The nature center offers interactive ways to learn about park programs, history, anod wildlife.

Oscar Scherer’s interpretive nature center is Located adjacent to Lake Osprey and a large pienic
area, or a short walk over the bridge from the campground.

Stop in to chat with one of our wonderful volunteers to learn more. Hours may vary so contact
the park at 941-483-5956 for curvent hours. The public hours are made possible by volunteers.
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Adoptable Birds 2026

M Celebrate the Season at k
Oscar Scherer State Park!

Three events. One amazing park. Come enjoy
food, fun, wiidlife, and community.

2 - SAND family

R s e
Pancake Breakfast N
cake Breakfas . . .

8:00-10:00 AM

A
Start your morning with /50 F ebr, uary 19
fresh pancakes, sausage, Marc h19
and friendly faces surrounded by
the beauty of the park.

5~ January 24 3 - ROGUE family 4 - SQEZ family

Hatch year 2024 Hatch year 2025
' Scrub-Jay Race PSIF WS GF
! : Run, walk, or cheer as we celebrate s ¥iig ==

Florida's beloved scrub-jay with
a lively community race

March 21
Scrub-Jay Festival

A full day of nature programs, kids’ activities, o/ "‘ e
: ildli 6 - CNTY family
lks, local \ Idi
GABt WaNs, Saasi ¥encion. Sc WKENS Female, Hatch year 2019 Male, Hatch year 2020
euucation - all dedicated to protecting Drocp-Wing LS-AF
our local scrub-jay habitat.
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Meet the Friends’ Officers & Directors (January 2026)

President - Dave Wankowski Kimberly Olsen
Secretary & V.P. - Jim Rogers George Tatge
Treasurer - Alyson Laura Lauren Thornberg
Robert Frank Julie Wankowski

Meet the Park’s Staff (January 2026)

Park Manager — Matt Kruse Park Ranger — Glenn Mitchell
Assistant Park Manager — Chris Tretter Park Ranger — Morgen Coe
Administrative Assistant — Alyssa Rothstein Park Ranger — Jerry Bodnar OPS
Park Services Specialist — Jamie Butler Park Ranger — Laurie Johnson

OPS Park Ranger — Bryon Teran Park Ranger- Ty Beetham

Park Ranger — Colin Ott
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