Looking for camping reserva-
tions? You can visit
www.reserve.floridastateparks.org
or call 1-800-326-3521 to
reserve a campsite at Oscar
Scherer and other
Florida State Parks!
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Whenever Watersports pro-
vides Kayak and Stand Up
Paddleboard (SUP) rentals

at Oscar Scherer. Go to
wheneverwatersports.com
or look for the self-serve

rental kiosk at the South
Creek picnic area.

Have you tried glamping? Our
campground is now home to five
glamping sites with services
provided by Timberline Glamping.
Visit Sarasota.tlglamping.com or
call 1-941-777-3114 for more
information.
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VISIT US ONLINE!

&3 Friends of Oscar Scherer Park
Y @OscarSchererSP

(@) Oscar.scherer.state.park
http://friendsofoscarscherer.com/

Take nothing but pictures,
Leave nothing but footprints!

Park Events

FIRST DAY HIKE AND PARK BUCKET LIST

Start your New Year on the right foot with a hike in the park! Enjoy the
trails and take photos as you complete items on our “Park Bucket
List.” Show the photos to park staff (outside the Nature Center) to geta
prize. Information available the morning of event at the Nature Center.
All ages welcome to participate.

Location: Start and end outside the Nature Center

Fee: Park entry fees apply. Event is FREE.

Dates Day/Time

January 1 Thursday 9:00 AM—1:00 PM

26th ANNUAL SCRUB JAY 5K AND SCRAMBLE 10K

Event presented by Friends of Oscar Scherer Park and all proceeds
support Florida Scrub-jay conservation and habitat restora-

tion. Choose your distance: 5K mostly hardtop/hard packed trails or
the technical trail run “Scramble 10K.” Visit FriendsofOscarScher-
er.com or runsignup.com/Race/FL/Osprey/ScrubJay5K10 for more in-
formation, to volunteer for the races, or to register to run or walk
(registration fees apply with reduced pricing for youth 18 & under.) Ad-
vance packet pick up at New Balance Sarasota, Thursday, 1/22, 4:30
PM—6:30 PM. Race Day Packet Pick Up 6:45 AM—7:45 AM at the Na-
ture Center.

Location: Meet at the Lake Osprey Picnic area

Fee: Rates will vary based on participant’s age

Dates Day/Time

January 24 Saturday 5K & 10K start time—8:00 AM

STATEWIDE FLORIDA SCRUB JAY FESTIVAL

Come learn about this unique bird that can be found only in the state of
Florida! The Scrub Jay Festival will feature guest speakers, guided
walks, games, food, and more.

Location: Lake Osprey/Nature Center area
Fee: Park entry fees apply. Event is FREE.

Dates Day/Time
March 21 Saturday 10:00 AM-3:00 PM

COVER PHOTO

Thank you to Dan Olsen who took the photograph of a
yellow-crowned night heron chick featured on the cover
of this brochure.

Oscar Scherer
State Park

Programs & Events

December 2025 - April 2026




COMING TO THE PARK? DON’T FORGET:
A reuseable water bottle (fill it at Ranger Station & Nature

Center), sunblock, insect repellent, a leash and poop bags for
your dog, a camera, a trail map, and sunglasses!

Wednesday

CAMPFIRE PROGRAM—MONTHLY

Join park staff or a special guest around the campfire to learn about a
variety of park-related topics. Program is limited to registered campers
only; topic will be posted in campground kiosks and Ranger Station the
Friday prior to program.

Location: Campfire Circle (between sites 35 & 36)

Fee: Free for registered campers

Dates Day/Time

Dec 10th 2nd Wednesdays 7:00 PM—8:00 PM
Jan 14th

Feb 11th

Mar 11th

GET INVOLVED!!!

o Help us keep the Nature Center open. It is staffed by park
volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering please
contact the park!

o Become a member of The Friends of Oscar Scherer Park.
Membership information available at the Nature Center.

Scrub-Jay

Thursday

PANCAKE BREAKFAST—MONTHLY

Enjoy a breakfast consisting of pancakes, sausage, tea, coffee, and
juice. A Park Ranger will be available 8:30 AM—9:00 AM for questions,
information, or a friendly chat. CASH ONLY, PLEASE!

Location: Nature Center

Fee: $10.00/adult, $5.00/child (12 & under). Park entry fees apply.

Dates Day/Time

Dec 18th Third Thursday 8:00 AM—10:00 AM
Jan 15th

Feb 19th

Mar 19th

AUDUBON SOCIETY GUIDED BIRD WALK

Join this guided walk, led by the local Audubon societies (Sarasota &
Venice chapters). Comfortable footwear, camera, binoculars, and bird
guide recommended. NO PETS, PLEASE!

Location: Meets outside Nature Center
Fee: Park entry fees apply. **No Bird Walk on 12/25

Dates Day/Time
Nov-Mar Thursday 8:30 AM—10:00 AM

OPEN MUSIC JAM

Grab your instrument and join volunteers and visitors for a laid-back
music jam session. Don’t play? Spectators are also welcome!

Location: Meets outside Nature Center/Nature Center screen room
Fee: Park entry fees apply. **No Music Jam on 12/25

Dates Day/Time
Dec 11-Mar Thursdays 3:00 PM-5:00 PM

Friday
RANGER GUIDED HIKE OF THE WEEK
Explore the park with a Ranger on a guided walk. You’ll learn about
park history, the flora and fauna that can be found at Oscar Scherer,
and what makes the park a special place. Comfortable hiking shoes,
water, and sunscreen recommended.
Location: Meets outside Nature Center
Fee: Park entry fees apply.
Dates Day/Time
Dec-Mar Fridays 9:00 AM—10:00 AM

Saturday

CRITTER CRAFTS FOR KIDS

Learn about the plants and animals at Oscar Scherer. Materials are
provided.

Location: Nature Center
Fee: Park entry fees apply.

Dates Day/Time
Year Round Saturdays 10:00 AM—11:00 AM

“MINI TRAM” TOUR

Join one of our rangers for a tour of the park and down the Green Trail.
Learn about the plants and animals that call Oscar Scherer home. Lim-
ited to 5 people/tour.

Location: Departs from Nature Center
Fee: $5.00/person. Park entry fees apply.

Dates Day/Time
Dec-Mar Saturdays at 1:30 PM

GUIDED NIGHT PADDLE—MONTHLY

Paddle South Creek under the moonlight. Experienced paddlers only.
Bring your own vessel or rent one from our concession. Preregisterin
person at Ranger Station, up to 1 month in advance.

Location: South Creek Canoe Launch
Fee: $20.00/person + rental (credit card only for rental)

Dates Day/Time

Dec 20th Saturday/Meet 4:30 PM—End 7:30 PM
Jan 17th Saturday/Meet 5:00 PM—End 8:00 PM
Feb 14th Saturday/Meet 5:00 PM—End 8:00 PM
Mar 21st Saturday/Meet 6:30 PM—End 9:30 PM

Sunday
EAGLE VIEWING

Join us to see how our pair of nesting bald eagles are doing. A high-
powered scope will be set up. Comfortable shoes, camera, and binoc-
ulars are suggested.

Location: Green Trail. Self guided 20 minute walk to eagle viewing lo-
cation.

Fee: Park entry fees apply.

Dates Day/Time

Dec-Mar Sundays 9:00 AM—11:00 AM



